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answered: " That man was created by God as an imdm (model] and a master in all
" the branches of knowledge; so, let no one ask under whom he studied and who was
" his preceptor. He is too eminent to render such a question necessary/' Whilst
I was at Mosul, a certain jurisconsult related to me that Ibn as-Salah obtained per-
mission from him (Kamdl ad-Din] to read secretly under his direction a part of the
JLogic (or Qrganum of Aristotle]. He went to him regularly for some time but
was unable to understand any thing of it; so at length (Kamdl ad-Din) said
to him: "My opinion is, doctor! that you had better renounce the study of
" tbis science." The other asked him for what reason, and received this answer:
-c The public look upon you as a good and pious man, and consider those who apply
u to this branch of knowledge as holding pernicious opinions on religious matters;
41 you risk, therefore, losing their esteem, without even acquiring any knowledge of
" the science." The jurisconsult took his advice and gave up the study. Readers
of this biographical notice may perhaps consider me as exalting too much the merits
oi this shaikh, but those of his townsmen who are capable of appreciating his talents
know full well that I have not attributed to him (7) a quality (which he did not
really possess). God preserve us from exaggerating (8), and from carelessness in
transmitting historical information. Abu '1-Barakat Ibn al-Mustaufi (vol. IL
p. 556) speaks of him in his Tdrikh Irbil (History ofArbela): " He was," says he,
*' a most learned man, well versed in every science and particularly distinguished
" by his acquaintance with those of the Ancients (the Greeks), such as geometry and
" logic. He got over the difficulties of Euclid and of the Almagest under the tuition
" of the shaikh Sharaf ad-Din al-Muzaffar Ibn Muhammad Ibn al-Muzaffar at-Tusi
" the Koran reader, the inventor of the lineal astrolabe (al-astarldb al-khatti) (9)
*' which is generally known by the designation of the staff (IQ)." He says, farther
on : " Questions were sent to him from Baghdad on difficult points of this science
ir and he answered them all; he treated them as mere trifles asd then gave their
<f solution. In jurisprudence and the sciences connected with the law of Islamisra,
** he stood without a rival* He professed in a number of the colleges at Mosul, and
** uaany of his pupils attained high distinction In different branches of science/'
Lower down* we read this passage: *' He recited to me the following1 verses composed
** by himself and iri which he ipaade an appealto the clemency of the I$rd of A'rbela:

** If any laud can draw lustre from him who holds ft under his sway5 the kingdom of the
M earth will derfie lustre from yon*   May jbti live till the end of time and have your orders